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From the Vice-Chancellor's Desk

Dear Students, from this Academic Session (2015-17) the Curriculum and Course
Structure of B. Ed.- Specia Education have been thoroughly revised as per the
stipulations which featured in the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the
Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI) and the National Council for Teacher Education
(NCTE). The newly designed course structure and syllabus is comprehensive and
futuristic has, therefore, been contextualized and adopted by NSOU from the present
academic session, following the directives of the aforesaid national statutory authorities.

Consequent upon theintroduction of new syllabusthe revision of Self Instructional
Material (SIM) becomes imperative. The new syllabus was circulated by RCI for
introduction in the month of June, 2015 while the new session begins in the month of
July. So the difficulties of preparing the SIMs within such a short time can easily be
understood. However, the School of Education of NSOU took up the challenge and put
the best mindstogether in preparing SIM without compromising the standard and quality
of such an academic package. It required many rigorous steps before printing and
circulation of the entire academic package to our dear learners. Every intervening step
was meticulously and methodically followed for ensuring quality in such atime bound
manner.

The SIMsare prepared by eminent subject expertsand edited by the senior members
of the faculty specializing in the discipline concerned. Printing of the SIMs has been
done with utmost care and attention. Students are the primary beneficiaries of these
materials so developed. Therefore, you must go through the contents seriously and
take your queries, if any, to the Counselors during Personal Contact Programs (PCPs)
for clarifications. In comparison to F2F mode, the onus is on the learners in the ODL
mode. So please change your mind accordingly and shrug off your old mindset of
teacher dependence and spoon feeding habits immediately.
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| would further urge you to go for other Open Educational Resources (OERS) -
available on websites, for better understanding and gaining comprehensive mastery
over the subject. From this year NSOU is also providing | CT enabled support services
to the students enrolled under this University. So, in addition to the printed SIMs, the
e-contents are also provided to the students to facilitate the usage and ensure more
flexibility at the user end. The other ICT based support systems will be there for the
benefit of the learners.

S0 please make the most of it and do your best in the examinations. However, any
suggestion or congtructive criticism regarding the SIMs and itsimprovement iswelcome.
1 must acknowledge the contribution of all the content writers, editors and background
minds at the SoE, NSOU for their respective efforts, expertise and hard work in producing

the SIMs within a very short time.
%\,’

Professor (Dr.) Subha Sankar Sarkar
Vice-Chancellor, NSOU
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‘A clear distinction must be made between listening and hearing. When we listen,
we pay conscious attention to what is being said. A good listener learns a language
quickly and efficiently. So it is very important to think of techniques which will enable
learners to listen better and more efficiently.” — Geeta Nagrag (2008)
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Given the importance of listening in language learning and teaching, it is essential
for language teachers to help their students become effective listeners.
[The NCLRC, Washington, DC, 2004]
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“Speaking activities are probably the most demanding for students and teachersin
terms of the affective factors involved. Trying to produce language in front of other
students can generate high level of anxiety. Students may feel that they are presenting
themselves at a much lower level of cognitive ability than they realy possess....”

[Tricia Hedge / 2008]
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3. fores vl

“Writing is the result of employing strategies to manage the composing process,
which is one of gradually developing a text. It involves a number of activities : setting
goals, generating ideas, organizing information, selecting appropriate language, mak-
ing adraft, reading and renewing it,, them revising and editing. It is a complex process
which is neither easy nor spontaneous....”

[Tricia Hedge / 2008]
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makes questioning such a useful but complex skill is that it can be used in a number
of different ways, ranging from a simple and quick check that a particular pupil has
been paying attention, to an intergral part of developing a dialogue and genuine
discussion with a pupil about the topic in hand.”
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(=) Tgfe >

By a conscious process of good questioning, an intelligent teacher can lead his
educational traveller through unfamiliar regions to a desired destination. The right
guestion is the Psychological basic of al learning. It is certainly the best means of
stimulating thought. A teacher's skill can be measured by the way he handles the most
important pedagogical instrument.

[instruction of Indian Secondary Schools-Ed. E.A. MACNEE]

Tgfe-y
In looking at the skills underling effective questioning, four key aspects stand out:
1. Quality
2. Targetting
3. Interacting
4. Feedback

1. Quality : Quality of the question itself in terms of clarity and appropriate for
meeting its intended function, is clearly of importance.
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2. Targetting : The targetting question refers to the way in which teacher select
pupils to answer.

3. Interesting : It refers to the technique used by teachers to ask questions and
to respond to pupils.

4. Feedback : The role of feedback concerns the effect on pupils of the teacher's
use of questions.

[Effective Teaching in Schools :CHIRS KYRIACOW]
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e View knowledge not as an external reality embeded in textbooks, but as Con-
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designed to determine the extend to which the instructional objectives have been
achieved and is used primarily for assigning course grades or certifying pupil mas-
tery of the intended learning outcomes.”’
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